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LIVESTOCK EXPORTS 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood-Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.11 pm]: Today I 
inspected and helped unveil the new name for Wellard Rural Exports’ new livestock carrier, which is currently 
loading at Fremantle port—the Ocean Drover. Wellard has recently purchased two livestock carriers—the 
Ocean Drover and the Ocean Shearer. The Ocean Drover is the world’s most technologically advanced 
livestock carrier, while the Ocean Shearer is the world’s largest livestock carrier. Wellard Rural Exports is 
Australia’s largest livestock exporter, and the purchase of these two vessels represents an investment in excess of 
$US100 million. It is a considerable vote of confidence in the Western Australian livestock industry. The 
purchase of these vessels means that Wellard now has complete quality control over the live export supply 
chain—from the farm gate to the export destination—and this is critical in the area of animal welfare. It is vital 
that these standards of animal welfare are maintained because live exports are integral to Western Australia’s 
livestock industry. 

In 2007-08 live exports were worth around $366 million to the state. In 2006 the Hassall report found that the 
industry creates 13 000 jobs nationwide and contributes $1.8 billion to the Australian economy. Sheep prices are 
underpinned by the live sheep trade. Live trade provides competition in the market, which ensures our producers 
receive good prices. The cattle industry in the Kimberly and much of the Pilbara depends almost entirely on live 
exports.  

Australia leads the world in animal welfare practices. The WA government is working with the federal 
government, which has legislative responsibility for the live export industry and manages the Australian 
Standards for the Export of Livestock. We will continue to work with our exporters and our overseas customers 
to ensure that animal welfare standards are upheld and our trading relationships prosper. The industry has my 
full support.  
 


